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PRESIDENT’S REPORT.

A Committee Meeting was held on November 5 at Castle Hill RSL Club and proved to be a very good
gathering with some very positive input from all attending. Those with us were Merv and Heather
Blyth, Larry and Colleen Czarnik, Joan Okey, Dianne Humphries and myself. Heather made some
very acceptable ideas which were taken on board.

Merv will continue to report on the well being of our members and this information will be in the
Newsletter.

My sincere thanks to all Committee members for their support and hard work in keeping the
Association up and running.

| attended my first meeting with the 8™ Division and | played my first attendance low key to gain an
insight into the protocols of such a meeting.

Next February marks the 70™ Anniversary of the Fall of Singapore and the Memorial service at the
Cenotaph will once again be attended by the Governor Professor Marie Bashir, whose presence is
always appreciated by all attendees both at this ceremony and at the Anzac Day March.

Colleen has given us a heads up on next Anzac Day’s luncheon which will once again be held at the
NSW Bowling Club following the March. We would like to see as many members and family members
as possible in attendance.

Our Christmas lunch will be held on December 5™ at the Roseville RSL Club and we hope you can
join us there.

Evan, many thanks for setting up the data base of members, particularly in the Rural areas and
interstate.

Shirley and | wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas and look forward to your continued
support in the new year.

Noel Simmons.



LAST POST.
NX 40840 Pte S.R. Ferris.

Joe, as we knew him, was a good soldier, well respected by his fellow mates.
According to “Barbed Wire and Bamboo” there are only 232 surviving members of N.S.W. ex POW's.

Attached report from our Rural Representative, Evan Blyth:-
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WELFARE REPORT. (from Merv).

George & Jean Auld:- Both keeping well. George playing lawn bowls & Jean, golf.

Bill Barnes:-One of only two officers left in the Battalion. Keeping reasonably well

Frank Bender:- is not well at all. Looks forward to receiving our newsletter.

Mac Cottee & Linda:- Mac is still in nursing home in Gladesville. Linda visits daily regularly. Lovely
to chat to them both, Mac still retains a good sense of humour.

Merv & Heather:- Apart from a crook back, Merv is keeping well. Heather keeps busy in the garden.
We went to Coffs Harbour to see our new great grandson, member number four.

65™ wedding anniversary 9/11.

Jack Barlow:- Jack is in a nursing home in Yass. Still manages short daily walks.

Keith & Heather Forsyth:-. Keith still manages to do a little gardening. Their eldest daughter, Anne,
is head of Department Planning at Harvard University. Ellen is a consultant at the State Library.

Bob Ford:- Bob is not in the best of health. Looks back on our picnic days in Lane Cove National
Park where he was barbeque cook.

Mac Gibson:- Mac is in fairly good health enjoying life in sunny Queensiand.

Slim Gimbert:- His eye sight is very poor. Wife Betty has not been in good health for some time. Slim
looks forward to her taking chocolates to him.

Tich Graham:- Not very well. Has had to give up lawn bowls.

George & Mary Johnson:- Mary is keeping well. George, like most of us has back trouble. He &
Mary are driving to Queensland for a holiday.

Jack Smith:- Jack is keeping reasonably well. Great sense of humour.

Mac & Clarice McGrory:- Both at War Vets, Narrabeen. Clarice is well. Mac not too bad.

Cliff & Kath Olsen:- Kath keeping well. Cliff not too good, in constant pain.

Evan & Elizabeth Richard:- Evan has compiled separate lists of country & metropolitan Associate
members.

Jean Dasey:- Still managing on her own, in reasonable health. Has two sons, both teachers.

Jack & Marie Trimmingham:- Both in fairly good health, hope to attend our Christmas luncheon at
Roseville R.S.L. Jack is a regular attender to Central Coast ex POW meetings. Jack was piano player
in Changi concert party.

Ethne Brooks:- Ethne is keeping well. Son Matthew is in Afghanistan as advisor for equipment for
special forces. He also manages the Combined Services Rugby. Kerin Mosiere (Mosher), Imelda &
Ken’s daughter ,had grand daughter Victoria Madison born in July. Ethne & Kerin were in New York
to welcome the little princess.

Noel & Shirley Simmons:- Both have had a spell in hospital recently. Noel attends our lunches at
Roseville regularly.

Pat Seaborn:- Pat regularly attends our lunch meetings at Roseville R.S.L. Keeping reasonably well.
Pam Ford:- Has had cataracts removed recently. In reasonably good health - still driving.

Doris Searle:- Keeping well. Son Geoff still driving local bus. Geoff was our regular driver at our
Tamworth re-unions.

Wayne Moore:- Very busy fund raising for war memorial at Wisemans Ferry. Hopes to come to
Christmas lunch at Roseville.

George Hall:- Not well. Having regular prostate cancer treatment in Sydney.

Eric Richardson:- Has been leading a fairly nomadic life but is well & sends best wishes to all.



Clover Wilson:- is keeping reasonably well. Is so delighted to be as Associate of the 2/18!" Battalion.
(from when Paul Gemmell was President.)
YOOXXXXXXXXX

Thank you from Treasurer Diane to the following for their generous donations -

Gordon Richardson

Betty Deitrich

Sue Donnelly

Betty Davey

Doris Searle

Hazel Blair

Also from Joe Ferris’s cousin
Yvonne McLoughlin.

George Johnson

Eric Richardson

Some extracts of interest from the archives.

Newsletter No 10 (April 1950) Hon Sec:- H.R.Farmer

Singapore Day Commemoration and Reunion.

February 15™ saw the largest gathering of ex servicemen, except for Anzac Day, that has taken place since the
war.

At the Cenotaph in the evening, there were in the vicinity of 2000 ex POW’s. Most of them then proceeded to
Moore Park Engineers’ Depot, where a good reunion took place despite the incredibly crowded conditions. They
came from everywhere. We saw men we hadn’t seen since 1942, in some cases.

The Memorial Service was held in St. Andrew’s Cathedral as usual on February 15™ and was attended by a larger
congregation than any since the War. The functions had been given fine publicity, and everybody seemed to be
aware of what was on. General Bennett placed a wreath, and a tablet was unveiled in memory of the 2/10" Field
Ambulance, who used the Cathedral in Singapore during action on the Island in February, 1942.

Newsletter No 12 (July 1951) Hon Sec:- B.S. James.

Food Parcels.
Another batch of 1,000 parcels was dispatched on the liner “Orontes” on March 31%, 1951. Packing of another
250 parcels is now going on. Further funds are urgently required as the need of retumned POW?’s in Britain is as
great, if not greater, than it was when the scheme opened.

Newsletter No 14 (April 1952)

The Mersing Cross.
Arrangements have finally been made for the repair of the back of the case in which the cross rests.
Earlier attempts were thwarted by people who did not want to do the job and accordingly quotes exorbitantly.
However we have finally found someone with the right idea — Mr McDiarmid, of the firm of Messrs.
H.W.Cole,Son & McDiarmid, of lower George St. Mr McDiarmid was himself in the 9™ Div. Engineers and
spent part of his earlier days in Tamworth Showground with Reinforcement 2/2 Pioneers - someone will
remember him.
Thanks to him, we should have our cross back in St John’s Church, Gordon, by Anzac Day for a reasonable cost.
In this case, we will be very grateful to Mr McDiarmid, as the cross is without doubt, our most sacred and
honoured possession.
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